
AMENDED AGENDA – Regular Meeting of Council

Wednesday, October 8, 2025

1:00 PM

Magnetawan Community Centre

Page # OPENING BUSINESS

1.1          Call to Order

1.2          Adoption of the Agenda 

1.3          Disclosure  of  Pecuniary  Interest

3 1.4          Adoption  of  Previous Minutes

STAFF REPORTS, MOTIONS AND DISCUSSION

11 2.1 DRAFT By-law to Rescind By-law 2025-44 Application for Approval to Expropriate Land and 

Notice of Application for Approval to Expropriate Land 

13 2.2 DRAFT Short-term Accommodation By-law - Justin Bellon (License #2025-09 Letter to

Council)

32 2.3 DRAFT Motion Emterra Environmental Curbside Collection 

37 2.4 Donation Request Christmas Event Ahmic Harbour Recreation Committee 

38 2.5 Report from Deputy Clerk Laura Brandt, Year End Report Locks and Heritage Museum 

Centre

MUNICIPAL BOARDS AND COMMITTEE MINUTES

46 3.1 District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board (DSAAB) Chief Administrative 

Officer's Report September 2025 

69 3.2 Magnetawan Economic Tourism Committee (METC) Minutes September 8, 2025 

CORRESPONDENCE

72 4.1 Town of Parry Sound Working Group Waste Disposal Incineration, Recycling, and 

Sustainable Practices 

74 4.2 Town of Cobalt Continuation of NORDS Funding 

76 4.3 Town of Parry Sound Legislation of Strengthening Municipal Codes of Conduct 

78 4.4 City of Dryden Incorporation of Mandatory Water Safety & Swim-to-Survive Training in 

Elementary School Curriculum 

79 4.5 Office of the Solicitor General OPP Cost Recovery Model 

81 4.6 Correspondence from the Office of the Prime Minister Northern Ontario's Highway 11 & 17

82 4.7 Magnetawan Horticultural Society Project Pictures Village Green & Ahmic Beach 

84 4.8 Magnetawan Horticultural Society Project Pictures Tree Plaque Municipal Grounds 

86 4.9 DSSAB Community Clinic Poster 

87 4.10 ICYMI Council Highlights September 17, 2025

ACCOUNTS

88 5.1 Accounts in the amount of $576,130.30



BY-LAWS

103 6.1 By-law to Rescind By-law 2025-44 Application for Approval to Expropriate Land and Notice 

of Application for Approval to Expropriate Land 

CONFIRMING BY-LAW AND ADJOURNMENT

104 7.1 Confirm the Proceedings of Council and Adjourn
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October 6, 2025


To the Council of Magnetawan,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on Wednesday. 

I’m representing a group of short-term rental (STR) operators who care deeply about this 
community and want to see it thrive. Many of us are legal operators or who have 
followed the rules or obey the 3 week rule, engaged in the licensing process, and done 
our best to respect the town, our neighbours, and the spirit of the bylaw.

That being said, I want to be honest: there’s a growing sense among STR operators that 
we’ve been under attack since the bylaw was first introduced. While we understand that 
the bylaw was originally created in response to real concerns — such as overcrowded 
rentals, noise, and garbage — the current approach is having a serious impact on those of 
us who are trying to do things the right way.

There is tension between the council and the STR community. And that tension isn’t 
going away on its own.

The deputation today is a starting point — but it won’t resolve the issues. What’s needed 
now is a face-to-face meeting between members of council and a few representatives 
from the STR community. Not a public hearing. A real, respectful conversation around a 
table. One where we can all ask questions, share concerns, and collaborate on a fair, 
sustainable bylaw that works for everyone.

This bylaw has major implications — not only for STR operators but for the future of 
tourism and economic development in Magnetawan. We've seen businesses struggle and 
close. We've heard from local owners pleading for support. Ethical STRs bring in 
families, tourists, and dollars — they support restaurants, shops, events, and new 
opportunities for growth.

And yet, there’s still confusion. There’s fear. There are people choosing not to renew 
licenses because they feel the process is stacked against them. Even as legal operators, 
many of us feel overwhelmed by the technical language and ongoing restrictions. For 
example, the 7-day minimum stay in off-season months — why is that in place? Why not 
allow more flexibility and clarity in the wording? And now the 3 week rule is being taken 
away on top of it. 

We’re not asking for no rules. We’re asking for fair rules — and a clear understanding of 
what those rules are. Rules that allow good operators to continue welcoming respectful 
guests and contributing to the community.

We’re not the problem. We want to be part of the solution.

I’ve already had some encouraging conversations with individual members of council, 
and I truly appreciate your openness. I’m asking now for the full council to consider 
sitting down with us — just a small group of STR representatives — to have an honest, 
constructive conversation.



It’s time to bridge the gap, ease the tension, and work together. We all want the same 
thing: a thriving, respectful, growing Magnetawan.

Thank you for listening, and I look forward to helping move this forward in a positive 
direction. See you on Wednesday.

Justin Bellon - License # 2025-09

✅  Summary of Key Points:

• Many STR (Short-Term Rental) operators feel under attack by council since the 
bylaw was introduced.

• The bylaw was necessary due to past abuse by some STRs (e.g., overcrowding, 
noise, garbage), but now affects responsible, legal operators.

• Tension exists between the council and STR community; it’s time to ease that 
tension and rebuild trust.

• Canceling the 3 week rule without a fair bylaw in place.

• The current licensing process and restrictive rules (like the 7-day minimum in off-
seasons) feel like government overreach to many.

• Some STR operators are afraid to speak up or apply for licenses due to fear of 
being targeted or ignored.

• A private, face-to-face meeting between council and a few STR representatives is 
essential to work toward a fair, effective bylaw.

• The goal is to support ethical STRs, encourage tourism, boost local business, and 
respect community concerns.

• This isn’t about removing regulations — it’s about creating ones that are balanced 
and clearly communicated.

• The STR group wants to be part of the solution and part of the community.
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